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"FHEN the fowl Sermon was firſt compos'd, 
little did the Author imagine, to what Place it 
Vas afterwards to be ſent, Had he dream of © 

the Preſs, he would have bras ut off bis Work to the End 

F the Week z for it & net till Saturday that be ſat about | 
it; unreſolv d till then whether he ſhould preach upon the 
Subject. The Reader will be apt to think this a Reaſon 


againſt publiſh it; and would find no great Difficulty io 
bring me to b F 


the ſame Mind, Bat what roots 1 do? ' 
My Friends would needs bave it printed, by whom ſalfer 4 
my ſelf to he overcome; the leſs unwillingly; becauſe f the 
C Ras 7 pin were haſty, I conſider'd, - + more moderate 
would be my Readers Ex pectat ion. AS th | 
To thoſe that ſhall further demand why the Sermon was 
preach'd, let me anſwer, ta in Defence of a Deſpiſed 
Forſaken Sort of People, ( amongſt whom, notwithſtanding 
I think it my Duty to bleſs God I nt horn and educated) © 
as well as of the Apoſtle Paul, whom, methought, I was 
8 little mov d to ſee ſo barbarouſly miſrepreſented, — 
This I will acknowledge, that if - we windicated 
eur ſelves, as often as we are aſſaulted from the _ 
Pulpit, we might be juſtly eſteem d to have forgot 
tbe true End of Preaching; which is nat to per- 
ſwade Men to be Followers of Ui, but of Chrift.. Bu 
as time when the common Cry i ageinſt:us ; and man 
Poms, full of Boe ts Je ee, mori, 
GG » I 3 
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Logic gen uſe, when from Occaſional Communion,* jou 


4 . „ . 


* 


„ TREFACE. 
Took upon what 0 already done in Our Prejudice, as nothing, 


Me muſt be pardoned, if we cannot fit down wholly Silent 
and Unconcern d. | 


i 


— 


7 F * © 


A Word or two with the Reverend Mr. Potter; and 1 

have done. Why, ] beſeech you, were the Occaſional 
Conformiſts baled in? I thought Wei ſhould have beard no 
more from you on that Head; that your Fraternity, theugh 


never accuſed of an Exceſs of good Nature, would at leaſt 


bave been pacify'd by the late Act againſt them. But tis 
plain, I did not know you : Forgive me this Injury. We 
ill ſuppoſe the Occaſionaliſts to be even as UL as they 


have been painted cut to the World; Hath uct the Govern- 


nent chaſtis'd them ? And ſbould not that ſatisfy ? In more 
criminal Cafes we ſee, thoſe very Perſons that are moſt in- 
rent to bave Fuſtice done on a Malefactor, are yet ſo gene- 
"rous as to pity bim when that comes to take place. But 
"ſhall I be free? Why then, between you and me, T would 


Fain have your Aſſiftance in one thing. "You admit to pour 


Gemmumion Men that gre manifeftly of no Church, unleſs 
zou will ſay they are of the Synagogue of Satan, and who, 
every body is ſenſible, can have noother Motive in receiving, 


u to qualify them for à Place: This you can do, and be 


very quiet, as if all were well: But for Diſſenters , thv 
Jober Men and good Chriftians, and tho it was their pro- 


Feſud Principle, before the Nl was impoſed, to ſhew the 


good Temper they were in towards the Church of England 


by occaſionally communicating with her ; for theſe to mix in 


your Solemmities is rec łon d unpardonable. Let me into the 


true Reaſon of this different Proceeding , and you oblige me 


unexpreſſrbly. Yew do not think, ſure, it was a Fault in 
the Diſſenters to bave ſo much Charity fer your Church: I 
You thought this their Error, and were reſolved to convince 
ther: of it, Town,” no Methods could be more likely to do 
it than thoſe that bave been lately taken, Let me intreat 
"you to do me one Favour, more, and frankly tell me, whit 
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ou, pray Sir, do us the Fuſtice to 
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friendly Viſit to certain Folks, with anom, nevertheleſs. 


. . . - i 1 
yon 5pould not care to paſs your Life? The Application i 


- That you may not think it much to ratify me in: this 
I ſhall by way of Encouragement tell you ſomething for your 
Information, ana that is, that our Academies are not thoſe 


dangerous Places which-you would have People believe them 


to be. The common Charge, i our poiſoning the Minds of 
Youth with ill Principles. That aue corrupt their Mans 
ners, « not pretended , for tho-we are no better than we 


' ſhould be, yet I believe the. World is agreed, we need nos 


ſhun 4 Compariſon with our Neighbours. And in truth, 
there 20 as little Foundation for the Charge of Ill Principles; 
By Ill Principles, I preſume, cannot be meant the Errors 
of Deiſts, jSocinians, Papiſts, c. We are content 
the Matter ſhould be tried by a Poll; and if, taking our 
own Articles for the Rule of Deciſion, bs Number of the 
Orthodox be greater among i you, than, in proportion, 
among us; condemn in without Mercy. 


As for Principles de ftructi ve of the Monarchy or 
Church, we will be bold to ſay, that Her Majeſty hath 
not more Loyal Subjects, nor the Church any that are more | 
candid and charitable in their Diſſent from Her, than thoſe 
that have had their Education with Us; and we ſhould not | 
think we had any Reaſon to complain, i no more Pains 
were taken at the Univerſities to preſudice your Youth againſ# 
us, by unkind, not to ſay unfair, Repreſentations of us, 
and keeping them from an impartial View of the Contro- 
verſy on both Sides; than, Vice Verſa, are us'4 by ws 
with our Youth to poſſeſs them with hard Thoughts of 
Having thus had the true State of the Caſe laid before: 
et your Friends right 15 
this 


—— V — — ———_ 


i The PREFACE. 


1 thet, beſides rhe bu- 
in endeavouring ro ſuppreſs _ 
driving amongſt us. For whit cax you 
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from ws therefore the Keys. of Knowledgt, you 
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propoſe by. it ? You will ſay, To prevent the propagating the 


Schiſm. But, with Submiſſion, this is a moſt fond Ex- 


peftation. For ſuppoſing the Diſſenters e 
their Children a liberal Education, yet 

will breed them up in their cum way > fo e 
YT; ſneh a Species of Men as are i 
Rap can be upplied with Teachers 


Prophets, will make them Prieſts o 


7 


the loweſt of the Peo⸗ 


n Now we have 
, er Mam of en. 


been aften told, that "tis our 


larging out Minds by wider a more i dauern, of 
things, that rend irs us ſo averſe to . | Fas reg 


„ put © greater Buy in our Way to the Chi 
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| * "The "Duty if Peaceabloneſe 


try ae the Words read have not another , and 
more fayourable Meaning than ſome Men care to 
take notice of: And in Order't6 this, do lay down 
the following Doctrine. 

Dod: That notwithſtanding it be next to impoſſi- 
dle to live peaceably with all Men, yet we are ob- 
lig d to do what in us lies towards i it. 8 0 
| In the me of which — "I ſhall, 
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I 5 . 1 the Duty 18 enjoin'd; Living 

* Peaceably, as much LE in Us lieth, with gl 
1 eee, 

# 7 Shew, Why we are not yas N is 

full Accompliſhmene of our Wiſhes and En- 

- deavours in this Caſe; or, whence it becomes 

"> Thing impoffible to live s ow all 
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cet cannot be hop d for, yet we are bound to 
do our utmoſt for the obtaining it. 


K 1 *. I ſhall explain the Duty here 65105 0 and 
that as to its Nature, its Objects, and its Limitation. Mp 
I. The Duty recommended is living peaceably; an 
Expreſſion capable both of an Active and a Paſſive 
'Senſe. In an Active Senſe he lives peaceably, who 


ddes not moleſt others: In a Paſſive, he that is Un- 


moleſted by them. The Firſt is always in our Power, 
the Second is not: The One therefore is the Duty 
"of all without Exception; the Other, the peculiar 
Happineſs of afew.  _ 


. A Chriſtian ſhould * e a Man of 2 


aceable Temper and Behaviour; Should be never 

15 2 own to offer an Affront, or do an Injury; never 
go about to hinder another in the Enjoyment of his 
. Fen Rights ny Liberties ; never break in upon the 


LY 


# _ Thirdy, That although parſe Peace and 1 


; 
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little ſolicitous for the Peace of it. We ſhould 


are. Nay, they have a Spite againſt a Man on the 


peaceably. 8 
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publick Tranquility by a factious turbulent Car- 
riage; or upon the private Peace of his Neighbour, 
by a quarrelſome contentious Humour, but rather 
in Word and Action ſhould be an Example to the 
World of univerſal Charity and Good-Will. The 
good Man's firſt Aim is at Peace within, to have a 
quiet Conſcience and well-govern'd Paſſions; his 
next Care is to eſtabliſh and cultivate Peace without, 
that the World may be in a Condition, reſembling 
the Halcyon Quiet of his Breaſt, as in the quiet Se- 
renity of his Breaſt there is a Reſemblance of Hea- 
ven. The good Man labours to keep all in Peace 
round about him; allays Heats, reeonciles Diffe- 
rences, and brings thoſe to a right Underſtanding 
of one another, that before were at Variance. Al 
this he does, as he hath Opportunity and a Call to 
it. Or if he cannot obtain and preſerve Peace as he 
deſires, at leaſt, he will do nothing on his Part to 
violate it. But, ah, how few are the Men of this 
Character! The Generality of the World appear 


thank ſome, if they would not make it their Ams 
bition and Pleaſure to throw it into Confuſion , be- 
ing ſuch Enemies to Peace, that they will not ſuffex 
their Neighbour to live quietly by them, not be- 
cauſe he hath done them any wrong, but merely 
becauſe he cannot be of the ſame Opinion that they 


Score of his very Peaceableneſs. You are all con- 
vinc'd, that this is not what is meant by living 


2. As we ſhould be free from the Imputation of 
infringing other People's Peace, fo ſhould we put 
them under as little Temptation as we can of di- 

ſturbing ours; müen none by the moſt Pai 
852 a 30 
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Management, to diſarm their Rage, aſſwage their 
Malice, and prevail with them to lay aſide their 
evil Intentions againſt us. It is as much our Inte- 
& reſt as our Duty to endeavour this; and if we do 
not ſucceed , at worſt we have this to comfort us, 
chat the Guilt of the Contention lieth all on their 
Side, tho we, perhaps, feel more of its pernicious 
Effects than they. Having thus briefly explain'd the 
Nature of the Duty enjoin'd , I proceed to conſi- 


3 br; r 
9 


II. The Objects of it: Live peaceably with all Men. 
That is, e | 


. Not only with Men of our own Principles 
and Party, but with others. Even Heathens are not 
excepted : but on the contrary were thoſe whom 
the Apoſtle had principally his Eye to, and towards 
| whom he would have the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
i behave themſelves in the moſt winning and affectio- 
nate Manner: And is it not hard then that Chrifti- * 
ans ſhould be excluded from the Number of thoſg 
with whom we live in Peace; Such as own the ſame 
Lord, the ſame Faith , the ſame Baptiſm: And this 
| only for not falling in with us in Things, about 
| Which the Word of God hath left Men at their Li- 
 berty ? Certainly that is not Chriſtian» Peaceable- 
neſs, which is confin'd , like Popiſh Salvation, to a 
Party: He cannot be ſaid to live peaceably with all 
Men, who lives peaceably with none, but ſuch as 
make his Faith and Practice the Standard of theirs. 
Jop ſhall hear ſome proclaim themſelves Lovers of 
= Peace and Union; but how? they love that Others 
+ - ſhould unite with em in their Sentiments : And 
 ſhew me the Man that does not. Men of ſuch a 
ene a double Face, one pla- 
1 N A «£85 cid 
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cid and ſmiling, which they turn towards their own 
Company, the other fierce and cruel, with which they 
low'r upon all beſides, that have a Chriſtian: Ten- 
derneſs for one another, (and this is more than ſome 

have) and hardly common Humanity for the, reſt. 

of the World, can never imagine they have acquit- 
ted themſelves of their Duty, and done all that is 
required of them in the Text: They can never 
think fo, unleſs their Zeal have ſhrunk up their 
Underſtandings, as it hath done their Charity. By 
what Names ſoever Men are pleas'd to call this 
Party- Strife, it is really no other, in moſt , than z/} 
Nature, and betrays a ſpitiſh and Salvage Temper of 
Soul. I am bold to fay this, becauſe they that are 
moſt furious againſt their Brethren of another Way, 
if their Hands be tied up, that they cannot be trou- 

bleſome to them as they would, fall out among 
themſelves, diſcharging that ill Humour upon one 
another, which they can find no Vent for upon 
Diſſenters. We may well complain of ſuch Pros 
ceedings; but God forbid we ſhould imitate them, 
_ ſo juſtify by our Actions what in Words we cons. 
dem, _ ri To. | 


_ 2. We muſt live peaceably, not only with thoſe 
that live peaceably with us, but with ſuch alſo as 
are otherwiſe inclin'd ; that when they ſeek Occas | 
ſion of Strife, they may be diſappointed in not finds } 
ing it; and if they begin a Contention may be left } 
to carry it on too by themſelves ; or, which is better, 
may drop it for want of ſome one to contend with. | 
If they are rough, and, ſowre, ſo much the more 
Sweetneſs and Smoothneſs do you put on. Should 
a Perſon be diſpos'd, out of Temper, to raiſe Feuds | 
and Diviſions, let him ſee by the contrary Diſpofi- 
tion in you, what 40 Work he is about; or, | 
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ib The Duty of Peaceableneſs 
F through Deſign he labours to provoke you, and 


draw you off your Guard, convince him by the ſet- 
tled Calmneſs of your Behaviour, that he is utterly 
-miſtaken. - To continue peaceable, when thus urg'd 
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| 
| to the — is noble and praiſe-worthy ; but if 
ye live peaceably with them alone that do the ſame 
= with you, what thanks have ye? It would be well I 
profeſs for the World, if ſome People would go fo 
far as this; if they would not be the fir in a Quar- 
rel, yea, if they would not ſtudy how to ſtir up and 
| "cheriſh Contention, but would let thoſe be quiet, 
Who deſire nothing more than to be ſo. But ev'n 
= this would be ſuch a Denial to them, that, little as 
id is in its ſelf, we muſt not expect that they will 
practice it, tho if they did, they would have no 
pretence to make a Merit of it: for where, I be- 
ſeech you, is the mighty Vertue of being civil and 
inoffenſive to thoſe, that give us not the leaſt Rea- 
; fon for the contrary? To thoſe that by their Exam- 
ll : teach us after what manner to converſe with 
them, and ſo order their whole Conduct towards 
us, that if we fall out with them, we muſt be per- 
fealy void of Excuſe ? As therefore we would act 
up to the height of the Precept, let us ſhew our 
ſelves peaceable with the Angry, the Froward, and 
ut The Injuriows. has Rees areas net - 4 


3. We ought to live peaceably, as well with thoſe 
beneath us, as with thoſe above us; as well with thoſe 
whom it is in our Power to vex and perſecute, 
without danger of having the ſame Treatment re- 
turned us, as with thoſe whom we cannot meddle 
with but to our own Hurt. Some indeed, are as 
unquiet in a low Condition, as they are inſolent in 
a2 higher one, and cannot fit ſtill, let what will be 
the Conſequence, But, generally ſpeaking, Men 
4 > Me” Are 
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are moſt Vexatious when they have got the higher 


Ground, and are poſſeſt of Power to juſtify and 
bear them out. Power is a Thing that few know 
how to manage as they ought; it ſeldom does the 
Owner any good, or is made uſe of by him to do 
good with to others, but is turn'd into an Inſtru- 
ment of Miſchief, and inſtead of being a Guard 
upon the Peace, proves a Means of deſtroying it. 


And though it may be thought that Superiors are 


not concern'd in the Duty under Conſideration, 
yet the contrary is evident; for, if it be the Duty 
of Servants and Subjects to lead peaceable and quiet 
Lives under their Governors, tis alſo the Duty of 
Governors to adminiſter no juſt Ground of Un- 
quietneſs: If the Poor are not to do any thing 


of their Wealth, the Rich muſt not do any thing 
to grieve the Poor, and make them mutinous; re- 
membring, that Superiors are as truly guilty of the 
Breach of this Command, when they oppreſs, as 
Inferiors when they are heady and diſobedient. So 
much for the Objects of the Duty enjoin d; living 
peaceably with all Men. 
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III. The Limitation inſerted is remarkable; 


much as in jou lieth; intimating, that there are ſome 


Things which we may and ought to do for Peace 
ſake, and others that we may not. | <5 


1. There are ſome things which for Peace ſake we 


nee e 


| ( 1 ) To put up leſſer Injuries ; bearing with, and far. 
bearing one another in Love: Suitably to the Advice in 
the Verſe following my Text, Dealy beloved ! avenge 


not your ſel ves, but rather give place unto Wrath ; which 
Words do very fitly ſtand in the next place to the 
Command of living peaceably with all Men, a for- 
giving Temper being one of the moſt likely Means 


do procure Peace. Give. Place unto Wrath ; let the 


Storm have its way, and twill quickly ſpend itſelf ; 
'whereas Oppoſition will but make the Current ſwell 
and grow outragious. Render not railing for railing, 
but contrariwiſe,' bleſſing ; bleſs them that curſe you, and 
do good to them that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you, 
for | hereby you ſhall heap coals of fire on their Head, and 
convert Enemies into Friendds. 


(..) Have more Regard to the Characters and 
Tempers of Perſons, and in Matters indifferent 
comply with them, becoming all things to all Men; by 
which means tis much if you do not gain ſome. 


than their due, rather than have a Noiſe made 
about it. If they be rigid and inflexible in their 
way, it will be your Wiſdom ordinarily to yield to 
their Humour; conſidering, that when Two hard 
Bodies meet they oft-times ſtrike Fire, Don't inſiſt 
too much upon the natural Liberty of your Actions, 
but in order to preſerve a good Underſtanding be- 
tween your ſelves, and thoſe you converſe with, 
come a little into their Meaſures, and do as they 


Would have you, when neither Conſcience nor Conve- 


nience require your Refuſal. - Aim at a Univerſal 
Complacency and Softneſs of Manners, than which 
nothing more conciliates Eſteem and Love. 


3.) Keep the Tongue under due Government. 
= Behold ( ſaith St. James) bow great a matter a * 

[i Rindleth! The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity; ſo is 
the tongue among ft our members, that it defileth the _ 
ah voa, 


If: Men look for Reſpect give it them, tho more 
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ch heady, and ſetteth on firę the courſe of nature, and is it ſelf 
he | ſer on fire of hell, James 3. 5, 6. Upon this Head, 

r- | who can forbear thinking of a Sort of Men that, 

ns by reaſon of the peculiar Advantages they ſpeak 

he with, being capable of employing this Member 
lf; moſt uſefully, do but the more Execution with it, 
ll mixing thoſe Paſſions in the Worſhip of the true God, 
g which can be acceptable only to falſe ones; and in- 
1d || ſtead of kindling in the Hearts of their Hearers the 
, Fire of Charity, and the Love of Holineſs, enfla- 
d | ming them with a cruel Hatred againſt their Bre- 
thren ? What ſaith the Apoſtle above quoted? ſpeak- 
ing of the Tongue ; Therewith ( faith he) Bleſs we 
God even the Father, and therewith curſe we Men who are 
made after the Similitude of God. Out of the ſame Mouth 
proceedeth Bleſſing and Curſing ; my Brethren, theſe things 
augbt not ſo to le, V. 9, 10. Good God! muſt the. 
Abilities of the Preacher, and the Authority that 
accompanies his Preaching, ſerve to no higher Pur- 

_ poſes? Were the Gifts of Eloquence and Perſuaſion 
beſtowed to do hart withal ? The Truth is, if the 
Matter were not too ſerious for it, it would make one 

ſmile to hear Men exaggerating and pathetically 
bewailing thoſe Diviſions which they themſelves are 
the Cauſe of, All the Outcry is againſt Diſſenters; 
whilſt tis not the Diſſenter that is ſo troubleſome to 
his Neighbours, but a certain Phantom rais d by 
Spiritual Enchantment , and calld.after his Name: 
And that indeed is ſo monſtrous, that poor People 
are to be excus'd if their Blood riſes againſt it. O 
how much more Peace would there be in King- 
doms, and Churches, and Neighbourhoods, did 
they who have the greateſt Maſtery over the Paſſi- 
ons, take as much pains to moderate them, as they 
do to chafe and blow them up! But tho. I have 
mentioned only Miniſters, yet none of you may 
jag at | chin 
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think you are unconcern'd in the Duty of this 
Particular. Indulge not your ſelves in that wicked 
Cuſtom of ſpeaking evil of others. Tis much if by 
ſome way or other they do not hear of it again; 
and a greater Wonder, if, when they hear of it, 
and are able to revenge themſelves, they ſuffer you 
to remain in Peace, who would not let their good 
Name to do ſo. And when you have a Call to 
ſpeak ungrateful Things to them, let the Manner be 
as grateful as you can contrive it: Let your Admoni- 
tions be accompanied with Modeſty, and your Re- 
proofs with Mildneſs ; for by this Method you will 
turn off their Anger from you to themſelves,” and 
660 wha them to love the Hand which wounds but 
to heal. 


(.) Study to do your own Buſineſs ; for that is the 
way to be quiet, 1. Theſſ. 4. 1 1. but buſy-bodies in other 
mens matters muſt expect to ſuffer for it, 1 Pet. 4. 11. 
Mind the Duties of your proper Station, and leave 


I others to manage their own Affairs as they fee fit. 


Inquiſitiveneſs is a troubleſome Quality. Inſtead 
of thruſting your Sickle into your Neighbour's 
Corn, ſtrive to cultivate and improve your ſelves in 
Things commendable ; for 2yho ill harm you, if ye 
| be- followers of that which is good? Move ſilently 
along in your.own Sphere, ſhedding your kind In- 
fluences upon all within your Reach, but not treſ- 
paſſing upon their Bounds. Theſe are Means which 
we may and ought to uſe for Peace ſake. | 


1 2. There are other Things which we may not do, 
and for the Negle& of which we cannot be juſtly 


cCharg d as Breakers of the Peace. 


(x.) To 
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(i.) To keep fair with a Perſon, we may not flat- 
ter his Vices, much. leſs copy them. There are 
thoſe ſo unreaſonable, that they will not give qiiar= 
ter upon eaſier Terms; but if this be their Mind, 
that they will not be Friends with us, unleſs we will 
be Friends to theit Corruptions , een let them. hate 
us. We dare not purchaſe Peace with Alen by Mes 
thods that would deſtroy our Peace with God. Poſs 
fibly , the Unlikeneſs of our Manners to theirs may 
be a real Trouble to them, and they may take o0cca- 
ſion to quarrel with us for our Adherence to the 


ar go of Virtue and Religion, calling it Stub- 


bornme(s andObſtinacy; but we ars not to think this any 
way ſtrange, or to be in any Degree influenc'd by it. 
Elijah was in this ſenſe unpeaceable: He could not 
wink at the Idelatries of Ahab, nor fall in with the 
reigning Corruptions, but was unfaſbionably good; 
which made the King, when he met him once, ask, 
Art thou he that troubleib Iſrael ? No, ſaith the Prophet, 
I hawve not troubled Iſrael, but thou and thy Father's houſe in 
that ye baue forſaken the Commandments of the, Lord, 
1 Kings 18. 17, 18. The higheſt Quality will not 
give 2a Sanction to Vice, tho Vice will take away 
much of the Reſpect and Deference that ſhould 


wait on that. Sin is hateful whereever it be found; 
neither ſhould we ſeek to put falſe Colours on it to 


make it look amiable, or rather to render our ſelygs 


acceptable and heloy'd for doing it. Take E/ibu 
for an enfample in this Cale, Fob 32. 21, 22. Let 


ms not, I pray you, accept any Mans Perſon ; neither let me 


give flattering Titles to Man, for I know nat to give flat 
tering Titles; in ſo doing my Maker would take me a=" 
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CG.) We may not facrifice Truth to Peace, as they 
would have us do, who, right or wrong , expect we 
{ſhould ſubmit to their Impoſitions. We beg leave to | 
examine and try all Matters in Diſpute, by the uner- 
ring Rule of Scripture ; and if leave be not given 
us, we think we can juſtifiably take it; and that in 
caſe, after a fair Enquiry, we are not ſatisfied to 
comply with the Things impoſed, we are at Liberty 
to reject them: This is all the Liberty we claim, 
and this, we are perſuaded, God and Nature meant 
we ſhould enjoy. We know what the Scripture ſaith, 
that all that is not of Faith is Sin; and we know that 
Reaſon tells us the ſame Thing ; for when all is 
done, it is the Light of every 'Man's own Mind, 
and not another's, that muſt guide him in Religious 
Affairs. In other Matters, we ſometimes pay ſo much 
Regard to another's Judgment, as to act by it in Op- 
poſition to our own, becauſe we run no great Ha- 
zard in it; but where the Salvation of our Souls is 
concern'd, and he acts ſureſt who doth his beſt, 
we mult exerciſe our utmoſt Caution, and make 
Choice of thoſe Means that are moſt to our Edi- 
fication ; and which they are, tis reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe every one is beſt able to judge for himſelf. 
The Peace of the Church is, T own, a very plauſible 
Topick; tis what honeſt Men pray for and purſue, 
and defigning Men, under a pretence of more than 
ordinary Zeal for it, make a Handle of the moſt 
unchriſtian Animoſities, perſecuting Men in this 
World, and damning them in the next, becauſe 
they will not do all which they have have made ne- 
i " ceffary to procure it. Thaugh, after all, tis very 

| much to be queſtioned, whether this Method, if it 
were tried, would anſwer ; ſor they in whom Pa/- 
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fron is ſo ſtrong, and Reaſon ſo weak, that they can- 
not bear to have others differ from them, ev'n tho 
they ſhould be brought to agree, would hardly want 
ſomething or other till to put them out of Tem- 
per. Where the Fault is in Nature, it is not ap- 
plying external Emollients will effect the Cure ; 
To prevent old Sores from breaking out again, that 

muſt be corrected. For my part I cannot conceive 
how Unity of Judgment and Practice is neceſſary to 
Unity of Affection and Harmony of Life. We ſee that 
particular Corporations, beſides the Laws of the 
Realm by which they are govern'd in common with 
others, have certain By-Laws amongſt themſelves ; 
neither is this judg'd inconſiſtent with the Peace of 
the State. And why ſhould it be thought any more 
inconſiſtent with the Peace of the Church, for parti- 
cular Churches, retaining Uniformity _ 
in the Eſſential Points of Religion, Enquiry. into 
to vary in other Things? In the zhe Confricurion, 
Primitive Times, this mutual For- Kc. of *he Pri- 


e 


bearance was commonly practiſed, e Ghareh.. 


1 


every particular Church or Congre- 


gation challenging and enjoying an Inherent Power 
of managing its own Affairs *. | . 


Lt this conclude the firſt Thing propos d, or the 


and Limitatin. 
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Explication of this Duty, as to its Nature, Objects, 
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4 * Neither is this contradifted by the convening of Synods, ſeeing the - 
Decree F ſuch 4ſſemblees (if obligatory ) bound only thoſe Churches | 
whoſe Repreſentatives were preſent at em; and theſe not by any Fre 


they had' of their own , but by Virtue of the Agreement they (the. 


* 


Churches) had enter d into of being determined by them | 
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Stecondh, L am next to ſhew 3 
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, you, Why we cannot 
And Endeavours in this Cale ; or, whence it 

becomes a Thing Impoſſible to live peaceably 
— wart Ma. SH 299% 34S 


I ] ſhall be the ſhorter upon this Head, becauſe the 
Reaſon of it is fo apparent; for when Enquiry is 
made into the Cauſes of Hatred and Variance; eve- 


ry one "= ceives that the Luſts and Paſſions of Men 
are in fault , 


re , becauſe every one muſt be ſenſible by 
the Confuſion they create in his own Boſom, that 
they are the worſt Enemies to Peace. Whence come 
Wars and Fiphtings among ſt you ? come they not hence, 
even from your Taft that war in your Members? James 
4: x: So that as long as Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and 
Revenge, and ſuch like evil Diſpoſitions are in the 

Forld; and theſe there 3 as long as there are 

en in it, like 10 many boiſterous Winds, they 
will render it a Scene of Diſtraction, driving Men 
Ike Veſſels on a tempeſtuous Sea, one upon ano- 
ther. Pride is never fatisfied without more Submil- 
ſion than it will ever meet with; nor Covetouſneſs 
without more Wealth than can be ſuppos'd to fall 
to its Share; nor Revenge without perpetual Retali- 
ations ; and being thus inſatiable they will find Meni 
work enough to gratify them, which cannot be at- 
tempted without running Things into Diſorder. 
But beſides theſe general Paſſions, there is à parti- 
cular Ill Turn of Mind, wich which ſome have the 
nkappineſs to be born, which will neither, afford 


any reſt to themſelves, nor ſuffer any to be at reſt 
that are about them. Too many in the World * 
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- Explain'd and Enfore'd. vg 


of NetuF's Charader, of whom his Servants gave 
this Account, that he was fach a Sou of Belial thus 
4 max could not ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. #5, 19, We 
ought ih Charity to make Altowances for this Te 
per, and if we cannot manage it as well as we weuldy 
do as well with it as we can. 


Tonorance too is many times * Occaſion of Un- 
pn The greateſt Storms happen uſual- 
in the Night. Ignorance is the Parent of falſe 
Zeal, and the more ignorant Zeal is, the more im- 
moderate. It's true, Ignorance left to it ſelf would 
be leſs hurtful ; but alas ! though harmleſs it ſelf, 
it fits Men for Tools to ſerve the corrupt Deſigns of 
contriving Heads, and renders them as terrible, be- 
ing play'd by others, as elſe they would be innocent. 
Sehiſm, Rebellion, and a few more fuch Terms of 
Art, thrown amongſt the ighorant Multitude, have 
produc d wonderful Effects. It is found likewiſe 
that I nce runs Men into Imprudences, which 
may be well enough meant by them, but draw af= 
ter em very {ad Conſequences. | | 


Theſe are Reaſons why no one muſt look foul per- 
fect Peace in this World. | 


But the ſincere Followeis of FRY Jeſus have 
more Reiſon than others to expect Trouble. Te 
are not of rhe world, therefore the world hateth them. The 
Exemplarineſs of "their Lives reproves the Wicked 
neſs of others, and wakes Conſcience in them, ſo 
that they are Strangers to Reſt, which makes them 
by way of RO procure all the Trouble they can, 
to thofe who are the Occaſion of their inward Un- 
eaſitieſs, Finally, che Devil is not yet chain d up, 
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he is permitted to raiſe Storms not in the Air only, 
but in the World and in the Church, and habing 
great Wrath againſt good Men, breathes the ſame into 
his Agents, continually urging them on to Miſchief, 
* aſſiſting them in the contriving and) effecting 


. ' Thirdly, Although perfect Peace is not to be hoped 
for, yet are we bound to do our utmoſt for the 
obtaining it. Be perſwaded, as much as lieth in 
you, to live peaceably with all Men. FOO 


1. In Conformity to the Goſpel; which by its Pre- 
cepts enjoins it, by its Examples recommends it, by 


its Rewards encourages it, and by its Principles tends. 


to beget and maintain Peace in the Hearts, and the 
Societies, of Men. An. Unpeaceable Chriſtian is a a 
perfect Contradiction: His Faith is his Condemnation, 
For he profeſſes to believe in God, who is ſtyl'd the 
God of Peace; in Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Prince of 
Peace, died to make Peace, and is ever mediating it; 
and in the Holy Spirit, amongſt whoſe Fruits are 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, and Gentleneſs. 37-9009 4 


2. For the Credit of your Profeſſion. One of 
the greateſt and moſt early Prejudices, which the 


Heathen World entertained againſt Chriſtianity , 


was a falſe Notion got amongſt them, that the Chri- 


Mans were an unpeaceable Sort of Men. This 
Mliſtake aroſe from their confounding 


STS 75 $31 
Ia VitaClaudii. the Chriſtians with-the Fews; who, as 


S!zetonius ignorantly writes, being head- 
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and Seditions ; by means of which . groſs Miſtake, 
the Innocent came to ſhare in the Puniſhment of the 
Guilty. You are not now to be inform'd, that the: 
ſame Charge hath been renew'd againſt us, and, 
like that againſt the Firſt Chriſtians, for Want 
of diſtinguiſhing between us and fome hot- 
headed Enthuſiaſts, whom we as little countenance 
as they that are inceſſantly boaſting of their Loyal- 
ty; I will not give my ſelf Liberty to ſuppoſe, out 
of Fear that the World would otherwiſe be ignorant 
of it. My Friends, Let us continue to prove this 
Charge unjuſt, in ſpite of all the Arts that our Ene- 
mies put in Practice to ruffle and enſnare us. If 
call'd upon at any time, let us be ready to give a Rea- 


| ſon of our Diſſent, with Meekneſs, having a good Conſci- 
ence, that whereas they ſpeak Evil of us, as of Ewvil-doers, 


they may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe our good Converſation 
in Chriſt, Peaceableneſs, with Godlineſs and Honeſty 
(and remember, they generally , if not always go 
together) will prove the beſt Support and Com- 
mendation to our Cauſe; as on the other Hand, no- 


thing can be a greater Prejudice to it than the con- 
trary Characte. + 


3. If it were only for your own Eaſe and Satisfa- 
&ion, you ſhould fydy to be quiet. For, tho', as the 
World now ſtands, the doing all that in you lies, 


were it much more than it is, will not be ſufficient 


for the, Attainment of the End, you aim at, yet, 
queſtionleſs, you'l have more Peace than another 
ſhall, who doth what in him lies, to live Unpeaceably 

with all Men. Let the wor/# come, having done your 
Duty, you are ſure of inward Complacency, that if 
Men will not ſuffer you to live peaceably, yet Con- 


ſcience will; and you will have the Satisfaction to 


know 
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now chat terer Oppolitions ou meet with, 
they are not the Ela, of your own Impatience and 
1017 0 . 1 ials, defign'« d by Providence to ee 
you for Jour Crown. 
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